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Jennings. But in deciding to marry her handsome
professional soldier she seems to have been influ-
enced by something more than good looks. One
of her few friends, the third Mrs. Burnet,
wrote :

nor was it any blind or unreasonable passion
that inclined her to prefer the Duke of Marl-
borough to all others, though his fortune then
was in its infancy, but the effect of judgment.
. . . She then saw that good understanding
and those excellent qualities that have since
made him the wonder of the world.

Sarah's ability to pick out able men is unquestion-
able. But though her push and thrust may have
spurred him on, Marlborough's success was not
her work and she damaged rather than sustained
his career. For she had a pen steeped in gall and
a caustic tongue which lost her more friends than
they made. Her temper was fierce and notorious.
When a lampoon had compared Marlborough to
the Roman Count Belisarius and Sarah asked
Bishop Burnet where the comparison lay, he
blurted out, truly enough, " he had a brimstone of
a wife." She had an infinite capacity for quar-
relling which extended not merely to her mother
and mother-in-law and to Queen Anne, but to her
husband, children, grandchildren and most of her
circle of acquaintances. Most of her daughters
acquired their mother's temper and the Duke had
to pour oil on the troubled family waters. After
her husband's death, Sarah used to say that she
received obedience and affection only from her
three dogs.